KENNETH MAGIDSON
DISTRICT ATTORNEY
HARRIS COUNTY, TEXAS

June 30, 2008

NEWS RELEASE
JOE HORN NO-BILLED

District Attorney Kenneth Magidson issued the following statement

regarding the decision of a Harris County grand jury to no-bill Joe Horn:

In June, after the conclusion of a long and exhaustive
investigation by the City of Pasadena Police Department into the
deaths of Hernando Riascos Torres and Diego Ortiz on November
14, 2007, our office presented the results of that investigation and
all relevant witnesses to a Harris County grand jury for them to
determine whether any criminal offense had been committed by

Joe Horn, 1n relation to their deaths.

Today, having heard and considered all of the law and evidence,

the grand jury no-billed Joe Horn.

Although, by state law, I cannot discuss the actual proceedings in
the grand jury, I can tell you that the grand jury conducted a
thorough review of the evidence and testimony. They considered
the relevant criminal statutes in Texas, including those
pertaining to homicide, use of deadly force, self-defense, and

defense of property. In short, before making their decision, they
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were as well-informed on the facts and circumstances of this case

as any deliberative body could be.

I also understand the concerns of some in the community
regarding Mr. Horn’s conduct. The use of deadly force is carefully
Iimited in Texas law to certain circumstances, and each case

stands or falls on its particular facts.

This office will continue to aggressively prosecute anyone who
1llegally engages in the use of force, deadly or otherwise, against
another. In this case, however, the grand jury concluded that Mr.

Horn’s use of deadly force did not rise to a criminal offense.

As independent decision-makers of probable cause in our most
serious criminal cases, the grand jurors deserve our deference

and respect for their role in our criminal justice system.

END



